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English 203: Critical Thinking and Composition through Literature 
Fall 2018 

 
Instructor: Dr. Clare Rolens 
Class Meeting Times: Tues/Thurs 2:45-4:50pm 
Class Location: H-308 
Class Websites: Canvas course site, and/or https://english203rolens.wordpress.com 
Contact: crolens@palomar.edu 
Office Location: H-302L, in the Humanities Building, 3rd floor 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday 8:30am-9:30am and 11:15am-12:15am 
Office Phone: (760) 744-1150 extension 2710 (please email me rather than calling me- thank you!) 
Mailbox: English Department, in the Humanities Building, 3rd floor 
 
Prerequisite: A minimum grade of "C" in ENG 50 or eligibility determined through the English 
placement process. 

Class Description: This is a transfer-level class that teaches writing through the study of literature. 
The theme of this class is crime and detective fiction and film, and this genre will be the subject of 
five writing assignments. Why this theme? Our culture is obsessed with crime and detective stories. 
What is so endlessly fascinating about this genre? This semester, we will try to answer this question 
by looking at the origins of the detective. We’ll trace the archetype from Edgar Allan Poe in the 
middle of the 19th century all the way to 1990s films noirs. You’ll learn how to analyze popular 
culture, and especially pulp fiction and films, with a critical eye. The class will be organized around 
a few key themes: 1) gender and sexuality, 2) appearance versus reality, 3) the limits of human 
knowledge, and 4) adaptation from literary source to film. You will learn how to write about U.S. 
culture and literature through films and novels that combines popular sensibilities with the 
philosophical conundrums of the twentieth century. Texts include Dashiell Hammett’s The Maltese 
Falcon (1929), Raymond Chandler’s The Big Sleep (1939), Chester Himes’s All Shot Up (1960), 
Sue Grafton’s “A” is for Alibi (1982), as well as the films and TV shows Sherlock and The Big 
Lebowski. 

Books to buy (available at the Palomar Bookstore): 
 
Dashiell Hammett, The Maltese Falcon 
Sue Grafton, “A” is for Alibi 
 
Although it is out of print, and so cannot be purchased through the Palomar Bookstore, please 
buy the following novel, or borrow a copy from me, by the second week in October:  
 
Chester Himes, All Shot Up (available online through Alibris or Amazon) 
 
Required Readings: Other than those listed above, there are no other books you need to buy. There 
are, however, many required readings for this class, all posted to Blackboard and the course 
website, english203rolens.wordpress.com. Unless otherwise stated, you must print out all required 
readings posted to Blackboard and english203rolens.wordpress.com. 
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Student Learning Outcomes:  
1. Demonstrate an ability to write analytical essays based on comprehension and interpretation of 
primary and secondary texts. 
2. Analyze and synthesize information and arguments from a variety of texts, including scholarly 
sources, to develop research-based essays in MLA form. 
 
Written Work: 
 

Weekly Assignments: You’ll write short responses to readings every week or so. These 
responses will help you get ready for class discussion. 

 
Papers: You’ll write three papers, and two in-class exams. The grade breakdown for these 
assignments can be found further down the page, and detailed prompts and/or study guides 
will be distributed well before the due dates for these assignments. 

 
Late Work: All late papers will be deducted 1/3 of a letter grade each day for three days, including 
weekend. This means that if your paper receives a B but it was turned in one day late, it will receive 
a B-. If the paper is more than three days late, it will lose one full letter grade for every day it is late.  
 
Reading: You need to have completed the reading by the beginning of class. I will assign reading 
responses and quizzes to make sure you complete the reading. I understand that you have busy 
lives, but if you consistently do not complete the reading, you can’t contribute to the class or 
participate in discussions and activities. If on a regular basis (more than twice, for example) you do 
not complete the reading by the beginning of class, I will ask you to leave class to finish your 
reading. If I do ask you to leave class to finish reading, I will count this as a tardy or an absence. If 
you are struggling to keep up with the reading, feel free to stop by my office hours to se can discuss 
reading and time management strategies, or make an appointment with one of the many tutoring 
centers on campus. 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
 
Context and Literature Review Essay  10% 
Close Reading Essay    10% 
Midterm Exam    10% 
Short Story and Criticism   20% 
Final Exam     30% 
Weekly Homework    10% 
Participation and Quizzes   10% 
 
Attendance: You may miss three classes without penalty, and any more absences will affect your 
participation grade. If you miss four classes, you are required to come to my office hours. If you 
find that you must miss a class, please notify me in advance, if possible; if you do miss a class, it is 
your responsibility to contact me as soon as possible to find out if you need to make up work. 
 
Showing up to class every day requires a minimal amount of discipline and effort. Instructors may 
drop students from the class for the following reasons: excessive absences, failure to do 
assignments, or failure to take exams. I define “excessive absences” as eight (8) overall 
absences—that’s one month of a four-month class, or ¼ of the class. Therefore, if you miss 
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more than eight classes total, I will drop you from the class due to excessive absences. The only 
exception I will make is in cases where the student has a official note from a doctor attesting to 
medical incapacity for the days in question, and in such cases, the student may need to take an 
“Incomplete” for the course. 
 
Five tardies (being more than 5 minutes late five times) will count as an absence. 
Classroom Decorum: we are all here to learn, and that cannot happen if anyone feels disrespected 
or unsafe. Please be professional and courteous in the classroom. I reserve the right to ask you to 
leave class if you are being disrespectful or disruptive. The two most important aspects of 
classroom decorum are: 1) please do not talk or interrupt while someone else is talking, and 2) when 
you participate in discussion, treat people kindly and with respect.  
 
Technology in the Classroom: Unless I specifically give consent or instructions to use laptops or 
phones, you are not allowed to use personal technology in the classroom. We all get distracted, 
myself included- so if I am not allowed to distract myself with my phone or computer, than neither 
are you! 
 
Academic Honesty: Academic Honesty means that your papers are completely in your own words, 
ideas from other sources are properly paraphrased and cited, and any words taken verbatim from 
another source are in quotation marks and are properly cited. Academic dishonesty can result in 
deduction of points on an assignment, or failing the assignment altogether. The consequences can 
be even more serious if you are a repeat offender. 
 
Communication: Email is the best way to contact me with quick or simple questions, comments, or 
concerns. However, if you have a complex question or problem, or you’d like my feedback on a 
draft of a paper, you need to come to my office hours. I cannot deal with complex problems or read 
drafts over email, unless I give you permission to do this in advance. I am happy to respond to 
emails, but only when they begin “Dear Professor Rolens” and you include your name and the class 
you are in (including the class time). 
 
The best communication is face to face, so I hope you come to my office hours! 
 
Weekly Schedule of Readings and Assignments: 
 
Week 1  
 August 21: Introductions 
 
 August 23: Edgar Allan Poe, “The Man of the Crowd,” and excerpt from Arthur Conan  

Doyle, “A Study in Scarlet” 
 
Week 2:  
 August 28: Dashiell Hammett, The Maltese Falcon, pp. 3-44 (chapters 1-4) 
 
 August 30: The Maltese Falcon, pp. 45-72 (chapters 4-7) 
 
Week 3:  
 September 4: The Maltese Falcon, pp. 73-111 (chapters 8-11) 
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 September 6: The Maltese Falcon, pp. 112-139 (chapters 12-14) 
 
Week 4:  
 September 11: The Maltese Falcon, pp. 140-186 (chapters 15-18) 
 
 September 13: The Maltese Falcon, pp. 187-217 (chapters 19-20) 
 
Week 5:  
 September 18: Due: Rough Rough Draft, Literature Review Essay 
 
 September 20: Raymond Chandler, “The Simple Art of Murder” pp. 13-18 
 
Week 6 

September 25: Watch the film The Big Sleep (1946) 
 Due: Rough Draft, Literature Review Essay (upload to Canvas by midnight) 

 
 September 27: Watch the film The Big Lebowski (1997) 
 
Week 7 

October 2: Shirley Jackson, “Louisa, Please Come  
Home” (available on Wordpress and Canvas) 

 
 October 4: Due: Final Draft, Literature Review Essay  
 
Week 8 
 October 9: Midterm Review 
 
 October 11: Midterm 
 
Week 9:  
 October 16: “A” is for Alibi by Sue Grafton, chapters 1-4  
 

October 18: “A” is for Alibi  
 
Week 10: 

October 23: “A” is for Alibi 
 
 October 25: “A” is for Alibi 
 
Week 11:  
 October 30: “A” is for Alibi 
  Due: Rough Draft, Short Story and Criticism 
 
 November 1: “A” is for Alibi 
   
Week 12 
 November 6: “A” is for Alibi 
  Writing Workshop, Short Story and Criticism 
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 November 8: “A” is for Alibi 
 
Week 13 

November 13: “A” is for Alibi 
   
 November 15: Chester Himes, All Shot Up, pp. 5-31 (Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4) 
  (available on Wordpress and Canvas) 
  
 November 16: Due: Final Draft of Short Story and Criticism 
 

Thanksgiving Break!!! 
 
Week 14 
 November 27: All Shot Up, pp. pp. 61-100 (Chapters 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13) 
 
 November 29: All Shot Up, pp. pp. 100-134 (Chapters 14, 15, 16, and 17) 
  Due: Rough Draft, Close Reading Essay 
 
Week 15 
 December 4: All Shot Up, pp. 134-160 (Chapters 18, 19, 20) 
 
 December 6: Final Exam Prep 
 
Week 16 
 December 11: Final Exam 
 
 December 13: Final Exam 
 
 December 15: Due: Final Draft, Close Reading Essay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


