
English 203 
Prof. Rolens 

Paper #1: Context and Literature Review 
 
Length: 3-5 pages 
Value: 10% of course grade 
Format: MLA format, double-spaced, one-inch margins, 12-point font, Times New Roman 
Rough Draft Due: September 25th (minimum 2 pages) on Canvas 
Final Draft Due: October 4th (minimum 3 pages) on Canvas 
 
Purpose: 
 
When you write about a piece of literature published in the past, you need to be a historian. You must tell 
the reader about the publication history of the text, and how it has been interpreted over the years. Who 
was its audience, how was it written and published, and what kind of conversation have scholars and 
readers been having about the text since it was published? A Literature Review explains this history.  
 
This is a two-part paper: 

• First, you will use at least two sources to discuss the history of The Maltese Falcon’s publication 
history: how it was published, important information about where it was published (in this case, 
Black Mask magazine), who read it, how it was sold, and what was going on socially and 
politically at the time of publication. In short, explain the publication and authorial context of 
1929 when the novel was first written and published. 

• Second, you will use at least three sources to discuss how critics have interpreted The Maltese 
Falcon since it was published. In other words, you will give an overview of the scholarly 
conversation, what arguments experts have made about the novel, since its publication in 1929. 

 
 
Part One: Context 
 
Basing your answers on at least two credible sources, explain the publication history/historical context of 
the novel, covering the following: 
 

What was the author’s background? 
Where was it published? 
What kind of publication was it?  
Who was the audience? 
Who were the editors or owners of the publication? 
Why is this publication context important? 

 
You can include other relevant information as well. Think about it this way: what context would help the 
reader to better enjoy and understand The Maltese Falcon? How can we best understand the cultural 
significance of the novel at the time it was published? How would readers have approached or understood 
the novel? Your job is to synthesize the information you find from multiple sources into one unified 
account of the novel’s publishing history. 
 
 
 
 
 



Part Two: Literature Review 
 
Basing your answers on at least three credible sources by scholars who make an argument, discuss the 
following: 

 
What have scholars focused on when reading The Maltese Falcon? 
How have scholars interpreted the novel? 
What debates or questions have they addressed? 
What arguments have they asked about the novel? 
What evidence have they used to support their arguments? 
Do you notice patterns or similarities/agreements among scholars? 
Do you notice disagreements or different points of view among scholars? 

 
Make sure that at the end of your Literature Review you provide a paragraph that brings together 
everything you have read. This last paragraph should be an overview of the scholarship on The Maltese 
Falcon, and if you’d like, your perspective on what scholars should focus on next. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paper #1 Rubric 
 

• Meets the minimum page requirement 
• All rough drafts are complete and turned in on time 
• The paper uses correct and complete paraphrasing 
• All quotes are correctly introduced, cited, and explained when needed 
• There is no over-quoting 
• All sources used are credible, and the paper uses the minimum number of source required 
• Context provides a full picture of the novel’s publication history 
• The paper explains the significance of the publication context 
• The Literature Review accurately explains a scholarly debate 
• The Literature Review accurately explains the interpretations of three scholars and the evidence 

they use 
• The paper has a discernable focus that unites the research 
• The paper has correct grammar, punctuation, spelling, and diction 
• The student has corrected errors that they made in previous drafts and essays 
• The student has addressed the majority of feedback and comments provided by the professor 

and/or their fellow classmates 
• All paragraphs are unified and logically organized 
• Paper includes a correctly formatted and complete works cited page 

 
Each assignment will receive a letter grade (sometimes with a + or -) as follows: 
 
A= writing is very clear, nearly free of errors, and is characterized by excellent adherence to the 
requirements. Summary is sophisticated and complex.  
 
B= writing is pretty clear, contains only a few errors, and is characterized by very good adherence to the 
requirements. Summary is solid and coherent. 
 
C= writing is somewhat clear, contains many errors, and is characterized by adequate adherence to the 
requirements. Summary is understandable and somewhat complete. 
 
D= writing is not clear and is characterized by poor adherence to the requirements, failure to follow the 
prompt, and many major grammar errors. Summary is unclear, and/or illogical, and/or incomplete. 
 
F= writing is characterized by inadequate adherence to the requirements. The assignment may also have 
other deficiencies that indicate the assignment does not satisfy other requirements. 
 
Remember that you must receive at least a “C” in this course to move on to the next writing level, 
so a grade below a “C” is effectively a failing grade and cause for concern. 
 

 
 
 
 


