
English 203, Prof. Rolens 
Prompt: Final In-Class Essay 

 
Choose one of the following prompts, and prepare an essay that you will write in-class on the last day of class, 
which is Dec. 13th. 
 

1) Examine 2-3 texts from this course that show how the crime/detective genre is capable of being both 
subversive and conservative. 
 
• A subversive text is one that challenges conventional/traditional hierarchies, or challenges the 

existing system or power structure in U.S. society. In short, a subversive text breaks or questions the 
“rules.” 

 
• A conservative text is one that reinforces or supports the conventional/traditional hierarchies, or 

strengthens the existing system or power structure in U.S. society. In short, a conservative text plays 
by, and even reinforces, the “rules.” 

 
Base your answer on quotes and analysis of 2-3 texts from both halves of the semester (pre- and 
post-midterm). 

 
 

2) Examine 2-3 texts from this course that show how crime/detective fiction has changed and stayed the 
same from 1840 to the late 20th century. In other words, how have texts from the genre changed since 
“The Man of the Crowd,” and how have they also not really departed so much from this very first 
example of the genre? 
 

Base your answer on quotes and analysis of 2-3 texts from both halves of the semester (pre- and 
post-midterm). 

 
 

3) Examine 2-3 texts from this course that illustrate how elements of both the detective and the anti-
detective story are simultaneously present in the genre. Why is this simultaneous revealing of, and 
concealment of, the “truth” of the mystery significant to the texts you have chosen? To the genre as a 
whole? 
 

Base your answer on quotes and analysis of 2-3 texts from both halves of the semester (pre- and 
post-midterm). 

 
 
A compare/contrast essay should go beyond a simple statement of what is similar and what is different in two 
texts. It should explain the meaning or significance of similarities and/or differences between texts, and show 
how a comparison/contrast with another texts helps us, the readers, understand both texts on a deeper level. 
How can reading the two texts side-by-side illuminate interesting interpretations of each?  
 
You in-class essay should have at least four paragraphs: 
 

1) An introductory paragraph that introduces the two texts and ends with your thesis statement 
2) A body paragraph that explains how passages from the text(s) support your thesis 
3) Another body paragraph that explains how passages from the text(s) support your thesis 
4) A conclusion summing up the main points of the paper 

 



You may bring the texts you are discussing, a detailed one-page outline of your essay, and a dictionary, to use 
as you write in class. 
Rubric for Final In-Class Essay: 
 

• Essay meets the minimum paragraph requirement 
• Introductory paragraph introduces the two texts, and the focus of the paper 
• Introductory paragraph gives historical context as is necessary to frame the argument 
• Introductory paragraph ends with a clear thesis statement 
• Thesis statement goes beyond a surface-level or summary argument about the texts 
• The essay’s body paragraphs clearly and convincingly support the thesis statement 
• Body paragraphs are well developed and unified 
• Body paragraphs begin with clear topic sentences that state the main claim of the paragraph 
• Body paragraphs are structured around close readings of passages from the texts 
• Evidence/passages analyzed in body paragraphs clearly support the topic sentence 
• Analyses of passages move surface-level readings of the text 
• Concluding paragraph reinforces the main points made in the paper 
• Essay shows independent thought and an understanding of the complexities of the texts 
• Paper is free of major errors in grammar and sentence structure 
• Passages/evidence are cited with a page number 
• Passages from texts are correctly placed in quotation marks 

 
A= writing is very clear, nearly free of errors, and is characterized by excellent adherence to the requirements. 
Writing and argumentation is sophisticated, interesting, and complex. 
 
B= writing is pretty clear, contains only a few errors, and is characterized by very good adherence to the 
requirements. Writing and argumentation are clear, interesting, and coherent. 
 
C= writing is somewhat clear, contains many errors, and is characterized by adequate adherence to the 
requirements. One major element of the assignment may be missing. Writing and argumentation are basic or 
even problematic.  
 
D= writing is not clear and is characterized by poor adherence to the requirements. Many major elements of the 
assignment are missing. Writing and argumentation are unclear, and/or illogical, and/or incomplete. 
 
F= writing is characterized by inadequate adherence to the requirements. The assignment may also have other 
deficiencies that indicate the assignment does not satisfy other requirements. 
 
 


