
English 203 
Prof. Rolens 
 

Extra Credit Opportunities: Due Dec. 14th 

 

Note: The Final In-Class Essay and Paper #3 are a huge percentage of your grade 
(40%). Therefore, please don’t devote time to these extra credit questions until you 
feel 100% happy and confident with Paper #3 and your outline/preparation for the 
Final In-Class Essay. 
 

1) In at least one page (double spaced, Times New Roman, 12 point font, one inch 
margins) discuss one other text in the crime/detective genre that you think could 
be interesting to add to this class’s syllabus. This text can be a movie, a book, a 
story, an episode of a TV show, or even a video game. You must explain how this 
text would add to the overall class, and why it would be interesting to read 
alongside the texts assigned for this class (please be specific). 

 
 

2) In at least one page (double spaced, Times New Roman, 12 point font, one inch 
margins) add a new page to one of the texts we have read. In other words, imagine 
that a new page of a text we’ve read was discovered in an archive. This could be 
an additional scene, a final page, etc. You should try to copy the author’s style, 
and make it clear where this page is located in the text (you may want to preface 
the page with this information). 

 
 

3) In at least two pages of dialogue or one page of narrative (double spaced, Times 
New Roman, 12 point font, one inch margins), imagine that 2 or 3 authors we’ve 
read for this course (Poe, Hammett, Chandler, Coen brothers, Jackson, Grafton, 
Highsmith, Himes) were discussing the detective genre over coffee (or beer, or 
rum, or… whatever). What would they talk about? Some possible questions: 
What would they think of each other’s work? How would they agree/disagree in 
their discussion of what makes a good detective story, or how they define the 
genre? 


